
     Dress for Success 
     (Colossians 3:9-17) 
I. The New Man’s Alteration  (vss 9-11) 
 A. Paul says in verse 5 to “put sin to death in our bodies.” 
 B. That means make a conscious decision to consider sin’s hold on you as broken. 
 C. In other words...eliminate everything that isn’t godly. 
 D. God did not save you so He could make your old nature better.   
 E. NOWHERE does the Bible EVER tell you to “crucify self.” 
 F. To the contrary...it says “consider it to be already done.”  (Gal. 2:20) 
 G. You have been delivered from the PENALTY of sin. 
 H. There is an ongoing process in your life designed to deliver you from the PRACTICE  
      of sin. 
 I. It is called sanctification...or being conformed to Christ’s likeness. 
 J. Simply make up your mind that you will reject as an option ANY conduct that does not    
     honor the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 K. Growth is impossible apart from a deep, personal, intimate knowledge of God. 
 L. The deeper your knowledge of God becomes, the more like Him you should become. 
II. The New Man’s Attire  (vss 12-14) 
 A. You are the elect of God. 
 B God chose you that we should be holy and without blame before him. (Eph. 1:4)    
  1. In God’s eyes you are a saint. 
  2. You are clothed in Christ’s righteousness. 
  3. You are “Dressed for Success” in Christ. 
 C. That should influence how you live. 
III. The New Man’s Authority (vss 15-17) 
 A. We now have a new relationship with God. 
  1. We were estranged.  (James 4:4) 
  2. We are now wed to him. 
 B. There is now nothing between us. 
 C. Two factors should guide our thinking on every decision... 
  1. First, is it consistent with who we are? 
   a. Does it exemplify that oneness with Christ that we possess? 
   b. Does it indicate He is in control in our lives? 
  2. Second, will it leave you with a deep, abiding peace in your heart? 
  3. If not, choose differently! 
 D. Col. 3:16   Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom... 
  1. The word “dwell” means, “to live in, or be at home.” 
  3. God’s word is to be at home in our hearts...thus illuminating our walk. 
  E. Being filled with God’s word brings godly “information”…and godly emotion as well... 
  Col. 3:16   ...psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your  
  hearts to the Lord.  
  1. Hymns are expressions of praise to God. 
  2. Spiritual Songs emphasize testimony. 
 F. There is nothing wrong with being emotional in worship.   
  1. If loving Jesus and thinking about His  love for you doesn’t get you emotional,  
          something’s wrong. 
  2. BUT too much of the emotion in church today is NOT based on Scripture...but  
      on feelings. 
  3. In order to be Godly emotions, they MUST be consistent with the Word of God. 
IV. Conclusion  
 A. To put on the New Man is simply to be submitted to and under the control of the  
     Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 B. That is walking worthy of your calling. 
 C. That is being “Dressed for Success.” 

 
 


