
            Principles of Judgment--Part 1 
     (Romans 2:1-3) 

I. Introduction 
 A. Romans 1:18-32 says God's wrath is revealed against the sinful world    
     because it has rejected His revelation and descended into idolatry and    
     horrible vice.  
 B. But what about the basically good moral people?  
 C. In chapter 2 Paul gives six principles of judgment: knowledge, truth,   
     guilt, deeds, impartiality, and motive.  
II. Knowledge. (Rom. 2:1) 
 A. "Therefore” in verse 1 ties us back to the previous chapter.  
  1. What was true for those in 1:18 to 32 is also true for you because 
       you know the truth. 
  2. If you have a standard by which you judge others, you prove that 
       you know the standard.  
  3. So you're just as inexcusable. 
 B. They are more inexcusable for they not only have the light of nature 
       and conscience, they have the light of the Word of God itself.  
 C. If you know the standard well enough to apply it to other people, it will 
      be applied to you.  
 D. Religion cannot actually restrain sin in the heart, but it can mask it with   
      self-righteousness.  
 E. Self-righteous people make  two fatal mistakes.  
  1. They don’t understand that God's law deals with heart attitudes  
      as well as overt acts. 
  2. They don’t understand the depth of their sin.  
III. Truth 
 A. God’s judgment is going to be based on truth because truth is His  
     nature.  
  1. God never makes any evaluation that isn't correct.  
  2. There may be distortion in our perception but there is no   
      distortion in God's perception.  
 B. The moralist  thinks he is okay because he judges wrongly... 
  a. “I’m better than those other people...” 
  b. “I’m better than I used to be.” 
 C. Every sin you have ever committed has been done in full awareness   
      God and He hates it.  
 D. There are people today who go to church and they think they're going    
      to escape judgment. 
 E. They’re only kidding themselves.  
IV. Conclusion 
 A. If our conscience, which has been corrupted by our fallenness      
     condemns us, can you imagine how God who is unfallen and infinitely   
     holy must condemn us?  
 B. The Bible says the wages of sin is death.  
 C. In dying for our sins, Jesus satisfied His love and His law. 
 


