
               Principles of Judgment--Part 2  
                                   (Romans 2:4-5)   
 

I. God judges men on the basis of goodness. 
 
 A. The word "goodness" in verse 4 is translated kindness in Galatians 5 in    
     the list of the fruit of the Spirit and it speaks of God's benefits and    
     kindnesses to men.  
 
 B. God's goodness and patience is designed to call us to repentance.  
 
 C.  Most people in our world don't believe that God's going to judge  them.  
 
 D. People question God's goodness when they view history from the    
     wrong perspective. 
 
  1. Adam and Eve were forbidden to do only one thing, But God  
      said, “If you do it, you will die.”  
  2. So there was only one sin but it required death.  
  3. By the time you come to the Mosaic law, you only have 30 to 35  
      capital offenses out of thousands of possible sins.  
  4. That’s an amazing reduction in the severity of God's judgment  
  5. If you compare the Old Testament with the original created  
      standard, the Old Testament is full of mercy because He did not  
       always exact that penalty. 
  6. But we are so accustomed to getting away with our sin, that  
      when God does what is just, we think He's unjust.  
  7. The illustrations throughout the Bible of God's instantaneous  
      wrath are examples to show us what should happen to all of us.  
      (1 Cor. 10:11) 
 
 E. The word "hardness" in Romans 2:5 is the word from which we get  
     “sclerosis.”  
 
  1. Arteriosclerosis is hardening of the arteries. 
  2. Hardening of the arteries may take you to the grave but   
      hardening of the heart will take you to hell. 
 
II. Conclusion  
 
 A. If the goodness of God is not leading you to repentance, then some day 
      you will drown in an eternal flood of your own sins.  
 B. But in the midst of that is an island of safety called Calvary.  
 
  1Ths. 5:9   For God hath not appointed us to wrath,  
  but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 


