
       The Church During Troubled Times 
      (Acts 4:33) 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 A.  The church in America could very well soon be looking like the church in Acts!  
  1. With the Supreme Court redefining marriage… 
  2. With the weakening of our religious liberty… 
 B. Beginning in Acts 4, we find that God provides His church during troubled times with… 
II. GREAT POWER  (Acts 4.33,) 
 A. When people saw the disciples filled with the Holy Spirit, they asked two questions: 
  1. Question One: Acts 2.12, ''Whatever could this mean?'' They couldn't figure it out.  
  2. Question Two: Acts 2.37, ''Men and brethren, what do WE need to do to saved?'' 
 B. When a church is filled with the Holy Spirit and the membership is full of Jesus; then 
      those around us will start asking,  ''What must I do to be saved?'' 
III. GREAT GRACE. 
 A. God gives His church GREAT GRACE during troubled times!  (Acts 4.33) 
  1. Saving grace!  
  2. Sanctifying grace!  
  3. Sustaining grace!  
  4. Serving grace.  
 B. You can tell when a church has great grace!  
  1. You can sense it long before worship begins!  
  2. It is the loving spirit of Jesus! 
IV. GREAT FEAR. 
 A. Acts 5, Annanias and Sapphria.sold some property and pretended to give all the money    
     to the church, but.they lied and pocketed some of the money. 
 B. Now before you are too hard on them, let me ask you a question… 
  1. What's the difference between that and our singing, ''All to Jesus I surrender” and  
     then walking out of here without a commitment to bring people to Christ?  
  2, Verse 11, ''So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these  
      things.''  
V. GREAT PERSECUTION. 
 A. You take a stand for righteousness and God and then see how this world will treat you!  
 B. You say marriage is between a man and woman only, and this world will come after you.  
 C. Persecution is coming! Get ready! 
.VI. GREAT JOY. 
 A. Here is a church that made a difference and there was great joy throughout the city of 
      Jerusalem! 
 B. I wonder if we are the cause of joy in the city of Marion?  
VII. GREAT NUMBERS SAVED. 
 A. We need to know that we not only gather here for a purpose, we are to scatter from 
      here for a purpose. 
 B. We gather for worship, then we scatter for witness!  
 C.We gather for strengthening and then we are to scatter for service!  
VIII.  Conclusion 
 A. Here's what God gives His church during troubled times…  
  1. Great Power… 
  2. Great Grace… 
  3. Great Fear… 
  4. Great Persecution… 
  5. Great Joy… 
  6. Great Numbers Saved. 
 B. Let me give you three practical steps to prepare for troubled days: 
  1. Feed on His Word for strength 
  2. Stand on His Word in love! 
  3. Memorize His Word for holiness. 


