
         The Believer's Armor, Part 2:  
      The Breastplate of Righteousness 
          (Ephesians 6:14) 
I. The Breastplate of Righteousness  
 A. The breastplate covered the heart and the bowel area. 
  1. Symbolically the heart represented the mind. (Prov. 23:7; Matt. 15:19;  

      Jer. 17:9) 
  2. The hear means the thinking process, and the bowels refer to the emotions. 

B. Satan will try to confuse your mind with false doctrine or he'll try to confuse your  
    emotions to make you have affection for the wrong things. 

II. The Basis of Righteousness 
 A. There are only three types of righteousness. 
 B. Self-righteousness. 
  1. Some people think they're all right, just because they're 
       good folks. 
  2. Every religious system apart from Christianity is based 
       on the fact that man can do it himself...that he can be 

good enough on his own. (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 3:10; Isaiah 
64:6) 

  3. As long as you think you can do it on your own you do 
       not have a breastplate.  
  4. You will never defend yourself against Satan. 
 C. Imputed righteousness. (Phil. 3:9) 
  1. When you become a Christian, at that moment, the 
       righteousness of Christ is imputed to you. (2Cor. 5:21) 
  2. From that moment to eternity, when God looks at you, 
       He sees the righteousness of Christ. 
  3. But even the imputed righteousness of God is only the 
       basis of your breastplate.  
 D. Practical righteousness. (Phil. 3:10-14) 
  1. In order for you to win the battle over Satan you must 
       apply righteous principles, available to you in His  

    righteousness, to your daily living.  
  2. You get the breastplate when you are living a 
       righteous and holy life.  
  3. If you don't live a holy life you lose your joy. (1John 1:4)  
  4. You're going to lose your fruitfulness. 
  5. You're going to lose your reward. (2John 8) 
  6. You'll bring reproach on God's glory.  
III. Conclusion 
 A. We cannot imagine what God could do with this church if we 
      began to really get our lives in harmony with the righteous   
     principles of the Word of God. 
 B. Get your armor on. This is war.  


