
             The Believer's Armor, Part 4:  
         The Shield of Faith 
   (Ephesians 6:16)   
I. The Pattern of the Shield (Eph. 6:16) 
 A. The  words, "Above all" introduce the three remaining pieces of        

    the armor, with a distinction in the verbs to show the difference.  
 B. In verse 14, “having” carries idea of permanence. 
  1. For example, if there were a lull in the battle, a soldier         

    would rest, but he would not take off his breastplate, his       
    belt, or his shoes. 

  2. But when the battle got hot, he would take up his shield,        
    his helmet, and his sword.  

 C. When the battle gets furious, and the arrows start flying, take            
    the shield of faith. 

II. The Purpose of the Shield (Eph. 6:16) 
 A. The term “the wicked” reminds us that this battle is against a       

     literal, personal being, Satan.  
 B. His fiery darts are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and        

    the pride of life.  
 C. Faith means believing God, and it is fundamental to the             

    Christian. (Hab 2:4; Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb 10:38) 
 D. True faith is saying, “If God said it, it's  true and I'll believe it.” 
III. The Performance of the Shield 
 A. God says, “I want to open the windows of heaven and pour out       

    blessings so great you can't contain it. Will you believe Me and        
    obey Me so I can?” 

 B. Satan comes along and says, ”Do it my way. It'll be fun. It'll fulfill you. 
 C. Whenever you sin you're saying, “I really don't believe God knows  

    best, Satan knows best.”  
 D. The only way to quench the darts of Satan is to believe God.       

    (Prov. 30:5-6; 2Cor. 1:24; 1John 5:4) 
 E. We win when we believe God, we win when we trust God.  
IV. Conclusion 
 A. The shield of faith is the consistent application of what we        

    believe about God to the issues of life.  
 B. It all goes back, as does everything in the Christian life, to your       

    relationship to God. 
 C. Be ready for the battle. 
  1. The belt of commitment... 
  2. The breastplate of righteousness... 
  3. The shoes of confidence that God's on our side... 
 D. When the battle begins, grab the shield of faith, and parry the fiery  

     darts of temptation by trusting God implicitly.  
 E. There's no reason to lose the battle because ultimately the victory  

     is ours. (Romans 8...we are more than conquerors.) 
 F. If we put on the armor, we'll win.  


