
      Persistent Prayer for the Lord's Return 
    (Luke 18:1-8)       

 
I. The Lord’s illustration. (Luke 18:2)   
 
 A. “Unjust” describes a person has absolutely no reverence for God, His Law, or His will,  
       and who is completely indifferent to people.   
 B. The word “regard” in verse 2 means to be put to shame. 
 C. The way to best understand the expression “neither regardeth man” would be, “he 
       cannot be put to shame.”  
 D. The woman in verse 3 has been defrauded so that she is destitute.   
 E. This unjust judge is unsympathetic to her, yet verse 5 indicates her relentlessness is  
      beginning to wear on him.    
 F. So the judge is defeated by persistence. 
 
II. The Lord’s intention. (Luke 18:1) 
 
 A. In chapter 17, Jesus has been teaching his disciples about the Second Coming. (Luke  
     17:22)  
 B. We don’t know when the Day of the Lord is going to come, but 2000 years have 
      passed. 
  1. Believers have been waiting and suffering at the hand  of sinners.   
  2. False teachers abound everywhere.   
  3. We have been promised that He will come.   
  4. And Jesus says, “Keep praying for that event.”   
 
III. The Lord’s interpretation. (Luke 18:6) 
 
 A. If the wicked, unjust, unloving judge will do what is right, what will a righteous, loving,  
     holy God do? (Luke 18:7) 
 B. He will do what He has promised for His elect because His word is at stake and He’s 
      faithful to His Word, and because He’s merciful, compassionate, and because He 
      loves those whom He has eternally chosen. 
 C. You’ve got to live in the light of His coming.   
  1. It provides comfort and purity. (1Thess. 4:18; 1Jn 3:3) 
  2. It provides zeal in evangelism. (2Cor. 5:11)  
  3. It provides stability. (1Cor. 15:58)   
 D. God will bring about justice, but keep praying and don’t lose  heart. 
 
IV. Conclusion 
 
 A. A final thought, The Lord’s Inquiry. (Luke 18:8)  
 B. Jesus is asking the question that when He does come, will there be anybody praying 
      as persistently as this widow?   
 C. He may find a lot of people who call themselves Christians who have very little interest 
       in His coming.   
 D. Genuine Christianity never loses its grip on its blessed hope.   
 E. Live in that kind of anticipation until He comes, and watch how it changes your life.  
 


