
        A Conquering, Courageous Faith 
       (Hebrews 11:32-40) 

I.  Faith in the Midst of Threat 
 A. Gideon.  
  1. The Medianite army had 135-thousand men... 
  2. Gideon has 300.  
  3. God tells him to get pitchers, trumpets and torches and go fight the   
      Medianites..  
 .  4. At the appropriate moment they smashed the pitchers  and blew the trumpets  
      and the Medianites panic and end up massacring each other.  
 B. Barak.  
  1. Barak had 10,000 men and was going against the massive force of Sisera.  
  2. God sent a message through a woman named Deborah and the victory came.  
 C. Samson.  
  1. In spite of his tragedy with Delilah, Samson had years of great strong faith in  
      God. 
  2. His last courageous act was an act of self sacrificing faith.  
 D. Jephthah  
  1. The Amorites were conquered again by the courage of Jephthah.  
 E. David.  
   1. David, a shepherd boy, took Goliath’s head and brought it to Jerusalem but he  
      put his weapon in his tent.” 
 F. Samuel. 
  1. He faced a rebellious, idolatrous people. 
  2. He faced them with courage because he spoke God’s Word.  
II. Faith in the midst of Trial 
 A. The prophets.  
  1. Joshua was given a promise of victory.  
  2. Gideon was given a promise of victory.  
  3. Barak was given a promise of victory,  
  4. David was given promises by God that were fulfilled and some that were to be  
      fulfilled later. 
  5. Daniel shut the mouths of the lions. 
  6. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who, standing in the fire, were not burned. 
 B. Sometimes God chooses not to let His people conquer, but to refines them through a  
     struggle. 
  1. Jeremiah...tortured, chained, imprisoned, thrown into a pit and stoned. 
  2. Daniel…imprisonments. 
  3. Zechariah indicates a stoning.  
  4. Tradition says Isaiah’s life ended when he was sawn in half.  
  5. Some were put to death with the sword.  
  6. Some became exiles and went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,  
          afflicted, mistreated. 
  7. They wandered in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.  
 C. And then the most commendatory statement that is made in this entire chapter is in    
     verse 38…“These are people of whom the world was not worthy.”  
  1. The world deemed them unworthy to live, unworthy to be comfortable,   
          unworthy to be affirmed or approved, or left alone.  
  2. The truth is, the world was not worthy  of them. 
III. Conclusion 
 A. Chapter 12…verse 1…“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses...”  
  1. We just met them all and to what do they witness?  
  2. They witness to the validity of a life of faith.  
 B. These are given to us as models and examples to stimulate our commitment to run an     
     enduring race of faith.  


