
           The Polarizing Effect of Canaan’s Curse 
              (Genesis 9:18-29) 

I. Introduction 
 A. The judgment of God in the flood didn't drown sin.   
 B. The very first recorded post-flood event in scripture is the story of sin.    
II. Propagation (Gen. 9:18-19) 
 A. Ham had 4 sons; Cush, Mizraim, Phut and Canaan. (Gen. 10:6)  
 B. The whole earth was re-populated from them.   
 C. The promised land was called Canaan because it was occupied by the 
       descendants of Ham’s son, Canaan. 
 D. The Canaanites were wicked,vile, idolatrous people whom, God said,  

     would, if not  eliminated, corrupt the Israelites.   
 E. The Jews did not eliminate them and they were, indeed, corrupted by 
      them. 
III. Pollution  (Gen. 9:20-30) 
 A. Noah planted a vineyard, drank its wine, became drunk, and lay naked  

    in his tent.   
 B. Ham saw the nakedness of his father. (Gen. 9:22) 
  1. The implication is that he found delight in his father's shame. 
  2. That would be the attitude of a rebellious son.   
  3. It was a further insult that he went outside and told his two  

    brothers. 
 C. Ham. was righteous, but here he sins. 
 D. That is a reminder that even godly people do sin.   
IV. Polarization  
 A. We often hear “the curse of Ham,” was black skin, but that is 
      unscriptural. 
 B. There was no curse on Ham, but on Canaan. 
 C. Why was Canaan cursed and not Ham?   
 D. Ham was righteous, and likely His other 3 sons were also  righteous, 
       therefore they could not bear a curse.   
 E. The only way that we can understand the curse is that Canaan was the 
       only unbeliever in the family.   
 F. Noah decreed that Canaan and his descendants would be the servants 
      to Shem and his descendants. 
 G. God’s promise to Abraham that the land is Israel’s is still valid.    
 H. God will see to it that someday they receive it. 
V. Conclusion 
 A. We have inherited a sin nature...that’s Propagation. 
 B. Even our good works are tainted...that’s Pollution.    
 C. Ultimately that causes broken relationships...that’s Polarization   
 D. The curse of sin has a two fold effect: physical death and spiritual death 
 E. Physical death claims everyone, but spiritual death is no longer a factor  

    for  those who are saved. (Rom. 5:6-9) 

 


