
             "How not to Impress God" 
                                                           (Philippians 3:4-8) 
I.  False Purity (Phil. 3:7-8) 
 A. The word “gain” is an accounting term that means profit.”  
 B. The word “loss” was used in to describe a business loss. 
 C. The word "counted,“ means “to count or account or reckon.”  
 C. Paul had spent a lifetime filling up a column with what he believed was spiritual profit.  
  1. He is banking on that to earn him salvation.   
  2. Then he meets Christ.  
  3. He realizes that everything he had been accumulating to earn his place in the 
       Kingdom is rubbish, and he gives it all up for Christ. 
 D. In verse 8, we read...”I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but  
     dung, that I may win Christ,”  
  1. The word "dung" refers either to human excrement or to garbage thrown away, 
       something useless, waste, rejected, filth, refuse. 
  2. In verses 5 and 6 there are some pretty heavy-duty credentials there, but Paul  
      treats them as if they were absolutely useless.  
 E. He didn’t ORIGINALLY see it as a loss, but he saw Christ and understood the gospel  
      and he realized it was useless.  
  1. He isn't saying it's of no value socially, educationally, or historically. 
  2. He's saying it can't save you. 
II. False Pedigree  (Phil. 3:5) 
 A. Salvation is not by ritual. (Circumcision) 
 B. Salvation is not by race. (Stock of Israel)  
 C. Salvation is not by rank. (Tribe of Benjamin) 
 D. Salvation is not by resume (Hebrew of the Hebrews) 
 E. Salvation is not by religion. (A Pharisee)  
 F. Salvation is not by resoluteness. (Zeal) 
 G. Salvation is not by rules. (Blameless before the law) 
III. False Pride 
 A. God hates your attempts at righteousness. 
 B. They send you to hell under the illusion of self-sufficiency.  
 C. You must see them for what they are; loss, not gain, for the sake of Christ.  
VI. Conclusion  
 A. What are you counting on for your salvation?  
 B. You either drop all that you've been counting on for your salvation and take Christ  
          alone, or you hold to all the stuff and turn your back on Christ.  
 C. You're either trusting yourself and your achievements, or Christ.  
 D. And when you come to trust Christ, all your achievements become rubbish. 


