
      The Permanent Edifying Gifts, Part 3 
                  (1 Corinthians 12:9-10) 
 
I. The gift of mercy. (Romans 12:8) 
 A.. The word mercy means pity or compassion.  
  1. It's a term that's characteristic of the character of God.  
      (Psalm 103:8, 11, 13)   
 B. Mercy gets mixed up with the concept of grace.  
  1. Grace has to do with sin.  
  2. Mercy has to do with situation.  
 C. The gift of mercy is relative to people who are in need.  
 D. Maybe you're involved with hospital visitation, convalescent ministries, 
       and shut-ins and the poor and the needy.  
II. The gift of faith. (1Corinthians 12:9) 
 A.It is a supernatural capacity for believing God.  
 B. We don't mean by the gift of faith here saving faith.  
 C. We don't mean the general faith by which we live.  
 D. This has to do with an unusual capacity to believe God in the face of a 
               storm, in the face of enormous obstacles.  
 E. If you have the gift of faith, you would spend time on your knees 
               believing God and take what you believe and tell it to somebody else to 
               encourage them to see what God does in response. 
III. The gift of discernment. (1 Corinthians 12:10) 
 A. The root word for discern is to see through something to the truth that is 
               there. 
 B. A. T. Robertson says, "It is given to tell whether the gifts are really of  
               the Holy Spirit and supernatural or merely natural or even diabolical." 
 C. Today it's just as important to protect the church from impure doctrine 
               as it ever was. 
 D. This kind of gifted Christian can intuitively identify truth from error, and 
                hypocrisy from genuineness. 
 E. False prophets are everywhere today and there are some people who 
               are gifted by God to unmask false prophets.  
 F. People with this gift are the watchmen of the church.  
IV. Conclusion 
 A. There they are, six categories of serving gifts.  
  1.leadership, supervise the saints... 
  2. Serving, support the leaders... 
   3. Giving, supply the needy... 
  4. Mercy, sympathize with the sick and the poor and the destitute... 
  5. Faith, secure God's power... 
  6. Discernment, save the saints from the counterfeit.  
 B. It's a beautiful combination designed to reveal Christ and it only really 
               works when you are faithful to minister in your area. 
 

 


