
            "Taming the Tongue--Part 1" 
              (James 3:1-5) 

I. Introduction 
 A. Nothing reveals more about the heart than the tongue.   
     (Matt. 12:34) 
  1. The doctor can tell if your body is sick by what your tongue  
       shows. 
  2. James says he can tell if your heart is sick by how you speak. 
 B. The mouth is the monitor on the human condition.  
II. Its Potential to Condemn 
 A. James begins with masters, or teachers, and the implication of what he      
      is saying is speech is the mark of true faith.  (James 3:1-2) 
 B. Since speech is the mark of true faith, it should be a proper measure of 
       those who teach the faith. 
 C. Those who teach need to take a personal inventory of their speech to 
       see if their faith is real.  
 D. James articulates a very simple principle, "Let not many become 
       teachers."  
 E. This is to say we must not begin a teaching ministry without 
       understanding the seriousness involved.   
 F. Being a teacher of God's Word is a very serious undertaking because of 
      the power of the tongue to speak error, to speak inappropriately, or to 
      misrepresent Christ, or the Holy Spirit.  
III. The Power to Control 
 A. The only people who don't sin with their mouth are perfect people.  
      (James 3:2) 
 B. He says if a man does not continue to stumble with his mouth or words, 
       he has reached spiritual maturity.  
 C. James is saying spiritually mature people are able to control their 
       tongue.  
 D. If a person can master his tongue, he can master the evil tendencies 
       throughout his whole person.  
IV. Conclusion 
 A. Guard your words carefully. 
 B. If you do that, you'll control every other part of your life because the 
       only way you can do that is under the power of the Spirit of God.  
 C. Let your tongue be an instrument of grace and blessing and truth to all  
      who hear you speak. 
 

 


