
   The Humility and Exaltation of Christ  
     (Philippians 2:6-11)  
 
I. Form 
 A. The Word “existed” is a word that describes the very essence of a person.   
 C. That which is true of a person that can't be changed.   
II. Equality 
 A. Jesus did not regard that equality with God a thing to be grasped.   
 B. The incarnation begins with Jesus being willing to let go of the glory that He had with    
     the Father before the world began 
III. Glory 
 A. Jesus emptied Himself of the privileges and the prerogatives and the rights that were    
     His by His divine nature in an act of self-denunciation and a refusal to cling to         
     what rightfully was His.   
 B. That does not mean that He emptied Himself of His deity.   
  1. He didn't say to anybody, "I used to be God, but I'm not anymore."   
  2. Even hanging on the cross he did not for a millisecond cease to be the mighty  
      God, Himself.  
VI. Servant 
 A. This is the character of the self-emptying.   
  1. His emptying was not a subtraction of His nature but it was a subtraction of His 
      privileges.   
  2. He voluntarily became a slave.   
   a. He didn't just superficially take on the shape of a slave.   
   c. He became one.   
 B. Verse 7 says, "He was made in the likeness of men."   
  1. He was given the essential attributes of humanity.   
  2. Having become man, Christ was then recognized as such by those who saw  
      Him.    
V. Exaltation 
 A. What did God do to exalt Him?   
  1 The Father raised Him from the dead.   
  2, The second thing happened 40 days later, He ascended into heaven.   
  3. When He reached heaven, He sat down at the right-hand of the Father in His  
      exaltation.   
  4. And He's also exalted in His intercession for He ever lives to intercede for all  
      who come to Him.  
 B. Verse 10 says that “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” 
  1. But not Jesus only…but kurios…Lord.   
  2. Every knee must bow and He means every knee.   
 C. And eventually, verse 11 says, every tongue confesses Jesus Christ is Lord.   
  1. Nobody escapes that.   
  2, You do it willingly, or you're forced.   
  3. You do it now and you're forgiven and you will gladly bow in heaven.   
  4. You reject Him now and you will bow one day at the seat of judgment and feel  
      His wrath forever.   
  5. And even those under the earth, demons,  
   a. They bow... 
   b. They bear His wrath, they feel His fury forever.   
  6. Everybody bows eventually.   
 D.  Jesus as Lord.   
  1. That's who He is.  
  2. He is the ruler.   
  3. That is the most important confession in the Christian faith.  
  4. That is the heart of Christianity. 


