
             The Essentials of Discipleship 
   (1 Corinthians 4:1-21) 
I. Introduction 
 A. The responsibility to the pastor is to shepherd the flock of God.(1 Peter 5:2-3)  
  1. You feed them, you exercise authority, and oversight. 
  2. You prove to be a living example to them.  
 B. Discipleship begins with understanding that we are spiritual fathers to others.  
II. A Father Begets 
 A. Paul says of the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 4:15 ...”for in Christ Jesus I have 
      begotten you through the gospel.” 
 B. Salvation is the work of God but we can be the human instrument. 
III. A Father loves.  
 A. In 2 Corinthians 12:15, Paul said...”And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
      though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.” 
 B. He loved them.  
 C. He defines that love as sacrificial love.  
IV. A Father admonishes. 
 A. It is loving criticism... 
 B. It is loving confrontation...  
 C. The idea is to warn about the consequence of sin.  
V. A Father sets an example.  
 A.Your life needs to be visible.  
 B. Verse 16...”Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.” 
 C. There can be no real discharge of true, effective, discipling without an open life that 
       people can look at and say, “I want to follow that life.” 
VI. A Father teaches.  
 A. Paul says I teach the same thing everywhere in every church.  
 B. You need to do the same thing.  
 C. You find every possible means you can to get sound teaching into the hands of people 
       you’re discipling.  
VII. A Father disciplines,  (1 Cor 4:18)  
 A. The Lord gave to the church on discipline...Matthew 18. 
 B. These are the steps of raising a family. 
  1. You beget children... 
   2. You love them... 
  3. You set an example... 
  4. You admonish them... 
  5. You teach them...and... 
  6. You discipline them.  
 C. This model is also fit for the spiritual world as well, for the life of the church. 


