
     The Critical Elements of True Worship 
    (Romans 12:1-2) 

 
I. The Motivation for Worship. 
 A. We should be motivated by the mercies of God to offer Him  our spiritual service of  
     worship. (Rom. 12:1)  
 B. The mercies of God are those great spiritual realities of which Paul has been writing 
      through the opening 11 chapters of this great epistle.  
 C. When we count up the benefits that are given to us, we should be compelled to 
      worship Him. (Rom. 12:1) 
 D. It comes from a heart overwhelmed with the mercies of God associated with the cross.  
II. The Mandate for Worship.  
 A. Because Paul is basically telling us we need to do this, he begins with these words, “I 
      beg you, I plead with you, I urge you,  know these mercies.”  
 B. Paul pleads with us to grasp the mercies of God in their fullness.  
III. The Manner of Worship. 
 A.  Worship is a 24/7 experience, holding nothing back.  
  1. Die to your own agenda...to everything around you. 
  2. Give all that you are in a living, holy sacrifice to God.  
 B. In so doing, you prove the will of God to be that which is good and acceptable and  
     perfect.  
 C. When you put your life on the line, you are saying. “From now on whatever is Your will 
      is what I desire to do.”  
IV. The Mind of Worship.  
 A. First the negative, Rom. 12:2   And be not conformed to this world...  
  1. The verb in the original is the word from which we get “schematic.” 
  2. Don’t think like the world and don’t act like the world.  
 B. Next, the positive, Rom. 12:2   ...be ye transformed... 
  1. The word is a present imperative passive.  
  2. The Holy Spirit is constantly transforming the faithful believer into the very 
       image of Christ.  
 C. You do that, Rom. 12:2   ...by the renewing of your mind... 
  1. The word “renewing” means a complete renovation of  thought.  
  2. According to 1 Corinthians 2:16 we have the mind of Christ.  
V. Conclusion 
 A. The source of true worship is to know and believe the truth...to hold convictions about 
      the truth, and to love the truth. 
 B. It is conviction followed by affection, saying with David, “O how I  love Your Law.” 

 


