
              The Final Generation, Part 1 
           (Mark 13:28-37) 
 
I. Analogy 
 A. The fig tree had no fruit. 
  1. Because there were leaves there should have been some immature fruit.  
  2. It was a symbol of Israel, nothing but leaves.  
 B. So our Lord says, “Learn a parable from the fig tree.”  
II.  Application 
 A. Verse 29, “Therefore, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is  
     near, right at the door.”  
  1. The “you” is the people who see these things happening.  
  2. The “things” are described in verses 14 to 23, the birth pains of anticipation  
      leading up to the return of Christ.  
 B. Who are the people who are going to  be alive at that time?  
  1. There will be non-believers. 
  2.There will also be believers who will be saved during the  Tribulation.  
 C. The church will not be there. 
  1. We will have been raptured.  
  2. The Rapture is clearly taught in 1Thess. 4, 2. 1 Cor. 15,  & John 14.  
 D. How can we be sure the rapture will precede the Tribulation? 
  1. First, in Revelation, the church appears in chapters 1-3 but beginning in  
      chapter 4, the church never appears again. 
  2. Second, the lack of any instruction or warning to the church about the   
      Tribulation.  
  3. Third, It doesn’t make any sense to put the Rapture at the end of the   
      Tribulation…we go right up and right back down again. 
   a. The marriage supper of the Lamb… 
    b. The Bema Seat rewards… 
   c. Both occur during that period of time when we go to be with the Lord.  
  4. Fourth, in John 14 Jesus says, “Let not your heart be troubled.”  
   a. If I was going to go through the Tribulation, my heart would be   
       troubled.  
   b. Living under the tyranny of Antichrist is going to be a terrible time.  
  5. Here’s the good news… 
   a.  He says “I’m going back to heaven but I’m coming back to get you.” 
   b. If His Second Coming establishes His Kingdom on earth, and   
           whatever this is takes us to be with Him in heaven, that’s two different  
       events, and they have to be separated.  
   c. We’re going to be with Him and never be separated from Him again.  
III.  Conclusion 
 A, At the Rapture, the church meets Christ in the air; at the Second Coming, Christ    
     returns to earth with the church.  
 B. At the Rapture, Mount of Olives is untouched; at the Second Coming, it is split.  
 C. At the Rapture, the earth remains the same; at the Second Coming, the earth is    
     transformed.  
 D. At the Rapture, living saints are translated; at the Second Coming, they’re taken into    
     the Kingdom alive in their human form.  
 E. At the Rapture, the world is not judged and sin gets worse;. at the Second Coming, sin 
       is judged and the world is far better.  
 F. At the Rapture, the reign of Antichrist is triggered; at the Second Coming, the reign of   
     Christ is triggered.  
 G. At the Rapture, the body goes to heaven;. at the Second Coming, it comes to earth.  
 H. The Rapture is imminent, signless; the Second Coming has distinct signs.  
 I. The Rapture concerns only the saved; the Second Coming, the saved and the          
    unsaved. 


