
               Temporary Sign Gifts- Part 3 
                      (1 Corinthians 14) 

I. The Position of Tongues 
 A. Prophecy is superior to tongues because prophecy edifies and tongues does not.  
 B. The purpose of the church when it meets together is edification.  
II. The Purpose of Tongues 
 A. In Matthew 6:7, Jesus said..."But when you pray, use not vain  (meaningless)       
     repetitions, as the pagans do."  
  1. Even in Jesus' time, a sort of stammering, stuttering gibberish was being  
      offered by pagans to their gods.  
  2. We are to pray intelligibly and "with the understanding," says Paul.  
 B. Some say tongues is the proof of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
 C. The problem is in Corinthians 12:13. Paul writes, "For by one Spirit were we all  
      baptized."  
  1. How many were baptized? All.  
  2. Verse 30. "Do all speak with tongues?"  
  3. The answer is...NO! 
 D. If you never learn anything else about tongues, you can be sure about one thing...  
     1 Cor 14: 22* Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to  
     them that believe not... 
 E. That statement, in and of itself, should call any current so-called tongues to task  
 F. Tongues were a sign of cursing  
  1. When Paul quotes Isaiah 28 in 1 Corinthians 14, he is saying, "Look, just as  
      when Moses, Isaiah, and Jeremiah said it, those languages are a sign to the  
      unbeliever that God is about to act in judgment."  
  2. In A.D. 70, the Romans wiped out Jerusalem and the sacrificial system, which  
      ceased when the temple was destroyed and has never been restored.  
 G. Tongues were a sign of blessing.  
  1. The tongues of Pentecost were saying, "Look, God is not going to work  
      through just one nation any longer.  
  2. God is going to go to the world, and through the world, build His church."  
 H. Tongues were a sign of authority.  
  1. The apostles and the prophets were the men of God who spoke of the   
      blessing to come to all nations?  
  2. It was to them that God gave the ability to speak these languages as an  
     authenticating, validating sign that what they were saying was indeed the truth.  
III. The Test for Tongues 
 A. Principle # 1...this gift is to be regulated. 
  1. The Holy Spirit never does anything through somebody who is out of   
      control, who is flipped out, slain in the Spirit, bowled over, rolling on the floor,  
      spaced out or whatever.  
  2. The Spirit of God ministers the gifts of the Spirit even in apostolic times in a  
      time of controlled behavior.  
 B. Principle # 2…"and that by course."  
  1. In the original that means in turn or in order or in sequence.  
  2. The Corinthians were involved in a simultaneous expression where everybody  
      was doing it all at the same time. 
 C. Principle # 3…At the end of verse 27…"let one interpret."  
 D. Principle # 4…verse 28…"If there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church  
      and let him speak to himself and to God." 
IV. Conclusion 
 A. Tongues were a sign….it points to something  
 B. Prophecy is not a sign. It is the thing which edifies.  
 C. People say, "Well, don't you think that tongues could have a purpose today?"  
 D. If it were used in the same way…the unbeliever has heard the Gospel and the Church    
     has been edified.  


