
           The Prophet's Perplexity 
              (Habakkuk 1:12-2:20) 

 
I. The Question of Chastisement 
 
 A. Instead of dwelling on what he doesn't know, Habakkuk backs up to what he does 
      know and starts there.  (vs 12) 
 B. First he knows that God is eternal  (vs 12) 
 C. Second thing is that God is self-existent.   
 D. Third he knows that God is Holy."   
 E. Fourth he knows that God is almighty. 
 F. Fifth He knows God is faithful.   
  1. God made a promise with Israel that he would make of them a great nation 
        that would number as the sands of the sea.   
  2. Habakkuk reminds himself that God's not about to  wipe out Israel because 
       God is a faithful God.   
 G. Step number one in problem solving:  step back and stand on the ground you know.   
 
II.  The Question of the Contrivance 
 
 A. The question, “How could a holy God use an unholy instrument?” 
  1. He does it all the time. 
  2. Every time He uses me or you He's using an unholy instrument.  
 B. Habakkuk says, "God, I do know this. You don't do anything wrong.  So it's got to be 
      right, God, but I don't  understand it.   
   C. God's answer?  “Don't worry, Habakkuk.  They're not going to get away with it.   
 D. The second great principle in solving problems...wait.   
 E. The problem isn't that we don't get answers from God, it's that we don't get them when 
      we think we ought to have them.   
 
III. The Answer to His Confusion 
 
 A. The first part is an answer of judgment and the second part is an answer of salvation.   
 B. All through the Bible when God metes out judgment it's always followed by grace or 
      salvation. 
 
IV. Conclusion 
 
 A. There's only two possible attitudes in this life, faith or unbelief.   
 B. Faith means I take the word of God and act upon it.   
 C. Salvation comes to those who live by faith. 
 
 


