
    Turning Bitterness Into Blessing  

 

I. The Unfailing Providence of God 

 A. They'd just come through the Red Sea.  

 B. They were leaping and dancing anD praising God and shouting and singing! 

 C. 3 days later they are griping, complaining, criticizing, and carping. 

 D. Nothing had gone wrong when they got to Marah, they had not sinned.  

 E. They were there in the plan of God… 

II. The Unknown Purpose of God.  

 A. It was a place of test. 

  1. You see, God is a strange teacher.  

  2. He gives the test first and the lesson afterwards.  

 B. They failed the test by murmuring when trouble came. 

  1. When God gets ready to test you, He's not going to test you in the 

       good times because that's not a test.  

  2. Anybody can serve God in the sunshine.  

  3. The test is how do you behave when God brings you to bitterness, 

       when God brings you to Marah where there's no water.  

 C. Your complaining is against God, who, by His providence, allowed you to be 

      where you are.  

  1. God did  something more for you than He did for them.  

  2. He let His precious Son die on Calvary's tree for you. 

  3. Does He have to keep proving His love for you?  

 D. Murmuring has as its roots in unbelief!  

III. The Unseen Provisions of God.  

 A. Moses prayed and the Lord showed him a tree!  

  1. The tree was there all the time.  

  2. God knew it was there.  

 B. When Moses took that tree, and cast it in the water, the bitter water was    

     made sweet, and the people were able to drink it, and they survived.  

 C. 1 Peter 2:24 tells us that Jesus Christ died upon the tree! 

  1. No matter how bad my circumstances…no matter how bitter my 

       experience… 

  2. The love of God expressed by the cross of Jesus Christ, will sweeten 

       those waters.  

 D. When everything seems to cave in you can begin to murmur and complain  

      or you can cling to the cross that will sweeten the bitter waters of life.  

 E. Ex 15:27…“And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water and    

     threescore and ten palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.”  

  1. Here they are complaining, when right over the hill, was an oasis and a 

       bubbling spring for every tribe.  

  2. They didn't know it.  

  3. All they had to do is make certain they kept their eyes on the pillar of 

      cloud and that pillar of fire.  

  4. My friend, you don't have to know the future, you just have to walk in 

       the Spirit.  

  5. Rght over the horizon, God's got an oasis for you.  

V. Conclusion 

 A. God's going to bring you to a place of sorrow and difficulty and bitterness, 

      and He's going to show you a tree that is enough, to sweeten the bitter   

     waters of life.  

 B. You're going to find out that not only is Jesus Christ necessary, Jesus Christ 

      is enough.  


