
             Coming Alive in Christ  
                   (Ephesians 2:1-10 ) 
 
I. First, salvation is from sin.   
 A. We are not dead because of sin…we  are dead because we were born sinful.   
  1. A man isn’t a liar because he lies, he lies because in his heart he’s a liar.   
  2. A man does not kill and thus he is a murderer, he kills because he is a  
      murderer in his heart.   
 B. The word “sin” means to miss the target, to miss the mark.   
  1. Sin is a failure to hit God's target.  
  2. Sin is coming short of glorifying God.   
 C. The word ”trespass,” means to slip or fall or stumble, or go the wrong direction.   
  1. The point is it's you don't live a holy life.   
  2.Good works isn't the issue.  
  3. The issue is the glory of God.  
II. Second, salvation is from sin, by love.   
 A. Look at verse 4…”But God who is rich in mercy,"  
  1. If we got what we deserved we'd be in trouble. 
  2. So He gives us mercy which is holding back what we deserve.  
 B. "For His great love with which He loved us."   
  1. Salvation is based on love.   
  2. God's intrinsic, essential attribute of love manifests itself to us in grace and  
      mercy.   
 C. He reaches out to love those of us who were dead in sin, the vilest, sinful, depraved    
      humans. 
III. Third, salvation is from sin, by love, into life. 
 A. This is what Paul is trying to say here, He's going to make you alive.   
 B. When you became a Christian you were no longer alienated from the life of God.   
  1. The Spirit of God was in your life.   
  2. And there was an immediate brotherhood with other Christians.   
  3. You became the possessor of the common eternal life.   
IV. Fourth, salvation is from sin by love, into life, with a purpose.   
 A. Do you know why God saved you?  
  1. You were saved not primarily to keep you out of hell. 
  2. You were saved primarily so that God could just shower His grace and His  
      blessing and His riches on you.  
 B. Ephesians 3:10 says He just holds you up, and says to the angels…“Now do you see    
      what a wonderful gracious God I am?”   
  1. All the angels sing the Hallelujah chorus.   
  2. And in the end He gets the glory.   
 C. That's the purpose.  
V. Fifth…salvation is through faith. 
 A. Verse 8:  "It's a gift of God, not of yourselves and it's not of works.” 
  1. Because if it was we would all boast.   
  2. God wants the glory.   
 B. Faith is simply believing.  
VI. And last, salvation is unto good works.   
 A. When God saves you He wants to see in your life good works.   
 B. He had the power to save you and the manifestation of that power in your good works    
     is to His glory.  
 C. The word ""workmanship” came to mean a masterpiece.  
 D. We are God's masterpiece.  
 VII. Conclusion 
 A. A lot of people know the externals but knowing the Christ of God means to be alive.   
 B. And if you've been made alive in Jesus Christ you don't ever need to question the   
     power of God available in your life right now.   


