
        "The Inspiration of Scripture" 
              (Selected Scriptures) 
I.  God spoke 
 A. To whom did He do it?  
  1. He did it to the fathers, the men who were the leaders  of Israel. 
  2. He spoke by the prophets, those who were God's spokesmen.  
 B. How did He do it? 
  1. He spoke, it says, in many times, a word that means segments. 
  2. The Bible has 66 books… 
   a. The New Testament has 27, the Old has 39.  
   b. Within those 39 books there are segments, portions, sections,   
       paragraphs, etc.  
  3. He also spoke, it says in verse 1, in diverse manners.  
   a. Visions.  
   b. Direct words from God giving truth to the writer who wrote it down.  
   c. Theophanies, appearances of God as the angel of the Lord or the  
       burning bush.  
   d. He spoke occasionally through an audible voice.  
  4. God spoke in these last days in His Son.  
 C. 66 books…spoken by God 
II.  How God spoke. 
 A. Now the process God used to put down this revelation is called inspiration.  
 B. 2 Peter 1:20 and 21.  
  1. The key word here is the word "moved" in verse 21.  
   a. It's a word that is used in secular Greek sources to refer   
           to something floating down stream like a leaf.  
   b. They were literally carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
  2. The word translated “interpretation” comes from the word in the original that  
      means “to loose.” 
   a. It's the idea of unleashing something.  
   b. No Scripture is of any human unleashing, speaking of  origin.  
 C. 2 Timothy 3:16 and 17. 
  1. The word “inspiration” is the word theopneustos… 
   a. Theos – God 
   b. Pneustos - breathed 
  2.  It means God breathed.  
   a, God spoke it. 
   b. It is the very breath of God.  
 D. The church knew which books were God breathed, as did the Old Testament saints. 
 E. There were very, very distinct ways they knew what was biblical.  
  1. It needed to be written by a prophet of God in the Old Testament, an Apostle  
      of God, or an associate with the Apostles in the New Testament.  
  2. They were consistent with everything else in the Scripture.  
  3. They were considered Scripture by those to whom they were written.  
 F. Now some other things you need to understand about the inspiration of the Scripture.  
  1. The writers were not inspired, the scriptures were.  
  2. The Bible knows nothing about inspired men, only about inspired words.  
  3. I mean by that that Paul wrote some things that weren't inspired.  
  4. It was not Paul that was inspired…it was Scripture that was inspired.   
IV. Six things that must be true in your life to really study what God said 
 A. Number one, you must be a Christian. 
 B. Second, you cannot be a student of Scripture unless you have a strong desire.  
 C, Third point…you have to be diligent. 
 D. Fourth…holiness.  
 E. Fifth…obedience. 
 F. Sixth...prayer. 


