
        "How to Study Your Bible: Interpretation" 
         (Selected Scriptures) 

I.  Repetition  
 A. To understand the Scripture the first thing you have to do is read the Bible.  
 B. The way to do that is to read the Bible on a repetitious basis.  
 C. Isaiah 28:9 and 10…"To whom would He teach knowledge and to whom would He    
      interpret the message? Those just weaned from milk, those just taken from the breast. 
      ...order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, line on line, a little here, a  
      little there. Indeed He will speak to this people." 
  1 How do you teach a child when they're just beginning to have the capacity to   
          learn?  
  2. You teach them this way, "Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on  
      line, a little here, a little there."  
  3. The bottom line, simple repetition.  
 D. With regard to the New Testament in  particular, you read it repetitiously.  
 E. Now you say, "How do I go through the Old Testament?"  
  1. Read through it in a narrative fashion, looking at the basic themes of Scripture, 
      which will carry over to the New Testament.  
  2. And when you're done, go back and read through it again.  
 F. What are the basic themes of Scripture?  
  1. First of all, Scripture is God's self-disclosure.  
  2. Second, God has a law which man violates and as a result of that he suffers  
      the cursing of God.  
  3. Third to those who obey the law of God there is promised blessing.   
  4. The fourth great theme of the Old Testament is there is a Savior coming.  
  5. The fifth great theme is God establishing an earthly kingdom in which His  
      glorious Savior will rule and reign.  
II. Interpretation 
 A. Misinterpretation of the Bible has created many problems. 
  1. Mormonism said since the patriarchs in the time of Abraham and Isaac and  
      Jacob practiced polygamy so may we.  
  2. There was this interesting viewpoint back in Massachusetts that since the Old  
      Testament sanctioned the death of witches, we should kill them all too.  
  3. Because some Old Testament plagues were from God, we should avoid  
      sanitation.  
  4. Because the Old Testament teaches that women suffer in childbirth as a  
          divine punishment, no anesthetic should ever be used.  
 B. In accurately handling the Word of God 3 errors have to be avoided.  
  1. Don't ever come to a conclusion at the price of a proper interpretation.  
  2. Avoid superficial interpretation… 
   a. It doesn't matter what a verse means to you. 
   b. What does it mean, period, is the issue, not what does it mean to you. 
  3. Avoid spiritualizing or allegorizing the Bible.  
   a. This gives to the Bible some kind of mystical meaning.  
   b. Once you say that something in the Bible is an allegory, you have  
          just made it impossible to know what that reality is because if that  
       reality cannot be discerned through the normal understanding of  
       language, how can it be discerned?  
  4. It's a very dangerous thing to allegorize or spiritualize Scripture.  
  5. What it means is what it says when rightly understood in its historic context.  

 


