
           "Fundamental Attitudes for Spiritual Maturity” Part 2" 
     (1 Peter 5:8) 

I. Self-control.  
 A. Verse 8 says, "Be of sober spirit."  
 B. The word "sober” here means to be in control of the issues of life… 
  1. Having the priorities of life in the proper order and the proper balance.  
  2. It requires a discipline of mind and a discipline of body that avoids the very  
      intoxicating allurements of the world.  
 C. This same word "sober" or "sober minded" is used in 1 Timothy 2:15 and there it is   
     translated "self-restraint." 
 D. You need to have your head screwed on right so you understand your spiritual    
     priorities.  
 E. There is a great premium set on a pure mind in Scripture.  
  1. Being renewed in the spirit of your mind is an essential factor of Christian  
      living.  
  2. It is then an essential fundamental of Christian living that you have an   
          attitude of self-control, that you harness your life.  
  3. Pulling in all the loose ends in your thinking. 
   4. Getting your mind clear and under control.  
II. Vigilant Defense.  
 A. The enemy is very subtle.  
  1. 2 Corinthians 11 says Satan disguises himself as an angel of light and his  
      ministers as angels of light.  
  2. He very rarely shows himself for who he is.  
 B. He's always active and he's always looking for an opportunity to overwhelm us.  
  1. To sow discord, to break fellowship. 
  2. To accuse God to men… 
  3. To accuse men to God,,, 
  4. To get us to stop serving God.  
 C You’d better be on the alert because you have a personal adversary who is has one    
     goal in mind…finding Christians and tearing them to shreds and destroy them.  
 D. People say, "Well no, Satan cannot have anything to do with a Christian."  
 E. Even as a believer there may be times when God allows the devil for His own        
      purposes to come after you.  
  1. For example...Job.  
  2. What was God's purpose?  
   a. Number one, to show Satan the strength of salvation.  
   b. Number two…strengthening Job. 
 F. God can let Satan come after you for negative reasons?  
  1. Ananias and Sapphira lied because Satan filled their heart which means  
        before they ever lied they had some wickedness in their life. 
  2. Right after they lied in front of the church…they died in front of the church.  
  3. And the whole church concluded you better not lie to the Holy Spirit. 
  4. If they’d have given an invitation…the altar would have been full. 
 G. Sometimes God sets Satan after one who calls himself a Christian to judge him.  
  1. That is part and parcel of the destruction of the flesh, the sin against the  
      body of 1 Corinthians chapter 7.  
  2. It may well have been that this person was turned over to Satan without the  
      protection of God and his flesh was destroyed in some terrible way with the  
      diseases that come on those who are sexually promiscuous.  
 H. So by God's holy, sovereign design, Satan gets involved in our lives.  
  1. Sometimes to prove us true. 
   2. Sometimes to punish us.  
  3. Don't think for a minute that we're not wrestling in combat with these spiritual  
      beings because we are. 
 D. Peter said…”Be alert”…and part of being alert is knowing what to look for. 


