
        The Gifts of the Body 
                  (1 Corinthians 12:1-11) 

I. Number one, the importance of spiritual gifts.   
 A. They are important because unless we minister our spiritual gifts in the energy of the    
     Holy Spirit the body is not built up.   
 B. Some people abuse the spiritual gifts.  
 C. But as some are abusing spiritual gifts…we are often guilty of neglecting them.   
 D. Immanuel Baptist Church will never be what it could be until we are no longer     
      ignorant about spiritual gifts. 
II. Second…the source of spiritual gifts, verse 11.   
 A. The day that you received Jesus as your savior, the Spirit of God distributed to you a  
      certain gift. 
 B. The spiritual gift is not end in itself. 
  1. It’s not your toy. 
  2. It’s not your play thing. 
  3. It’s not your trophy. 
  4. The spiritual gift is only the channel through which the Holy Spirit operates.   
 D. And would you please notice that it says at  the end of verse 11 "The Holy Spirit   
     divides to every man severally as He will." 
  1. You can't seek certain gifts.   
  2. You can’t tarry for certain gifts.  
 E. Some try to generate emotional activity and then call it the gifts of the Spirit.   
 F. The Holy Spirit gives the gift by divine will and divine choice…not ours. 
III. Third, the power of spiritual gifts.   
 A. Who is the power for operating spiritual gifts?  The Holy Spirit. 
  1. Whatever we do in our flesh is a waste.   
  2. But whatever we do when filled with the Holy Spirit is born along by divine  
      energy.   
 B. How do I do it?” 
 C. There are four basic principles.   
  1. Number one, prayer.   
  2. Number two, "Yield yourselves as instruments of righteousness."   
  3. Third thing, Ephesians 5, "Be filled with the Spirit."   
  4. Fourth, the energy of the Spirit.   
   a. We are on divine power source  
   c. We're plugged into the Trinity.   
IV. Fourth, the extent of them.  
 A. To what extent do believers them and how many are there and what are they?  
 B. Verse 7…"That the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit."   
 C. How many believers have the gifts?   
  1. Every man.   
  2. They are vehicles given to very believer through which the Spirit manifests  
      Himself to the body.   
 D. As I minister my gift to you, you profit  and you grow strong with me.  
  1. Where you lack, I'm gifted and I can minister to you.  
  2. Where I lack, you're gifted and you can minister to me. 
 E. So your ministry of gifts builds me up and my ministry to you builds you up.   
V. Conclusion 
 A. Now, how many gifts are there?   
 B. There's some listed in the 12

th
 chapter of Romans and more in the 4

th
 chapter of    

     Ephesians.   
 C. Verses 8 to 10, these are the ones that are in our passage.   
 D. There's also some over there in verse 28.  
 E. And friends if the church is to be built up… 
 F. If the power from on High is to be manifest,  we've got to find our gift by prayer and    
     yieldedness and we've got to minister our gift to each other. 


