
         "Dead Faith" 
           (James 2:14-20) 
 
I. Introduction 
 A. There is a kind of faith that does not save. 
 B.  How we live proves who we are.  
II. Empty Confession 
 A. If a person hasn’t good works as the pattern of his life…it's no good at all.  
 B. Somebody's going to say isn't James in conflict with Paul?"  
  1. Paul is saying salvation is only by grace.  
  2. James is saying that salvation only by grace produces works.  
 C. Look at your life and see the product.  
  1. What you see reveals what you are.   
  2. Empty confession is nothing but dead faith and dead faith is counterfeit. 
III.  False Compassion 
 A. Here is this man or woman cold and hungry.  
  1. You see their condition.  
  2. You say to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled."  
  3. What good is that kind of faith?  
 B. That faith that has no works is alone and therefore it proves to be dead. 
 C. And so, James says dead faith is marked by empty confession and false compassion.  
IV. Shallow Conviction.  
 A. James says to a man who is claiming to have faith without works, he says "Here's the     
      acid test. Show me your faith without works, go ahead."  
 B. The word "show" means exhibit, demonstrate, put on display.  
  1. How can you show faith without works?  
  2. You can't.  
 C. It's absolutely impossible to demonstrate saving faith without a product.  
 D. If there is no righteous deed, if there is no fruit of righteousness, there is no way to    
     demonstrate the validity of faith. 
  1. That's a challenge and nobody can answer that challenge.  
  2. Nobody can show their faith without works.  
 E. When somebody says I'm a Christian…tell me about your life. 
 F Now it may be that there is a time in the life of a Christian when there is a fruitless     
    period, when there's a barrenness.  
  1. In time you will lose the assurance of your salvation because you can't see the 
      reality of it in a time of disobedience.  
  2. Security is a fact, assurance is something we enjoy because of obedience.  
 G. Somebody might argue and say, "Well, I believe in God."  
 H. James says, "You believe that? Let me tell you something, the demons believe that   
      and tremble." 
 I. Acts chapter 8. Philip was preaching.  
  1. In verse 9, a certain man was listening, his name was Simon.  
  2. He had used magic and sorcery to bewitch the people of Samaria. 
  3. Verse 13, "Then Simon himself believed and when he was baptized he  
      continued with Philip." 
  4. Simon saw that through the laying on of the Apostles' hands the Holy Spirit  
          was give and he offered them money for the ability to give the Holy Spirit.  
  5. Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you. You have neither part nor lot  
      in this matter for your heart is not right in the sight of God." 
  6. He believed, he was baptized, he continued, he was amazed and he was  
      damned. 
  7. That's dead faith.  
  8. And what came out of the life of Simon was evidence of an unregenerate  
       heart. 
 J. James says look at your works, what do they tell you about your faith? 


