
     "Living Faith" 
          (James 2:21-26) 

 
I. Dead Faith 
 A. The first thing that marks dead faith is an empty confession. 
  1. Hebrews chapter 11, all the heroes of faith were known by their works.  
  2. That's the only way faith can be demonstrated. 
 B. The second thing…false faith s indicated by a false compassion.  
  1 What good is a faith that does not act toward another as Christ would?  
  2. Don't tell me that's saving faith because there's no changed nature. 
 C. The third element of non-saving false dead faith is a shallow conviction. 
  1. James says, "You believe in God, do you? You do well. The demons also  
         believe and shudder."  
  2. Verse 20 he repeats…"faith without works is dead."  
II. Abraham 
 A. Number one, is Abraham, verse 21…"Was not Abraham then our father justified by    
     works?"  
 B. Abraham was justified before God through faith. 
  1. He believed in the Lord. 
  2. He picked up everything, left a pagan land and followed his faith in the true  
      God.  
  3. There was a response of faith.  
 C. Abraham was justified by works before men.  
  1. Works are the only way his faith could be seen and verified as real saving faith 
     by himself or any other man.  
  2. The only way I can know I'm genuinely redeemed is to see the pattern of my  
      godliness, the evidence.  
 D. James identifies very specifically when Abraham was justified by works.  
  1. He says it was when he offered Isaac  his son on the altar.  
  2. That's when the whole world could see the reality of his faith. 
  3. Having been already justified before God…he was now justified before men.  
  4. The watching world could perceive the reality of his faith. 
 E. Man is saved by faith alone…but the faith that saves is never alone. 
III. Rahab. 
 A. Rahab was a harlot running an inn in Jericho.  
 B. Into the land come the Israelites because God's going to give them Canaan.  
  1. They're obviously going to take Jericho.  
  2. They send some spies in to see what's there.  
  5. Rahab takes in these spies.  
 E. Rahab believed that God was the God of miracles who had led His people out of Egypt 
     and defeated the Amorite kings.  
 F. She believed all she knew about God, the true God, and it was imputed to her for     
     righteousness.  
  1. This woman believed the truth, then it was imputed to her for righteousness. 
  2. Then that righteousness was vindicated by the action she took to save the life  
      of those spies.  
 G. When given the only opportunity she ever had in her life to do something to     
      demonstrate her faith in God, she put her life on the line and demonstrated her faith  
      by works.  
IV. Conclusion 
 A. If the spirit is missing from the body, death.  
 B. If works is missing from faith, death.  
 C.So, James is really saying look at yourself.  
  1. Do you have a belief without behavior?  
  2. Do you believe but not obey?  
  3. Is your faith useless or is it saving faith? 


