
    Our Precious Faith - Part 1 
         (2 Peter 1:1)         

I. The Spokesman 
 A. The epistle begins with that name, Simon Peter.   
  1. Simeon or Simon was as common a name in ancient times as any name.   
   2. Simon was his name before he met Christ…his name of dishonor. 
  3. Peter was his name after he met Christ…his name of honor.   
 B. He further identifies himself, Simon Peter a bondservant and Apostle of Jesus Christ.  
  1. He is a bondservant, first of all.   
  2. Then he says he is also an Apostle of Jesus Christ.   
  3. So while on the one hand he humbles himself to be the equal of all believers… 
      on the other hand, he represents himself as a spokesman for Christ.   
  4. And there is the model for spiritual leadership... 
   a. The submissive sacrificial obedience of a slave.  
   b. The strength boldness and courage of an apostle. 
 C. Probably 2 Peter is written from Rome as was 1 Peter and no more than a year later.   
  1. Nero died in 68 A.D.   
  2. Tradition tells us Peter died under Nero's persecution.   
 D. Tradition tells us he was crucified and he refused to be crucified like his Lord and he    
      asked to be crucified upside down. 
II. The Source 
 A. Verse 1 identifies the source of our salvation.   
  1. Those who have received.   
  2. This means that our salvation is a gift.   
  B. Now what does he mean by a faith?   
  1. He’s talking about the power to believe.   
  2. Peter is saying salvation is by faith and that faith comes from God.   
  C. In 1 Peter chapter 1 he said that we were chosen according to the foreknowledge of    
      God the Father.   
  1. Peter started out that first epistle talking about God's side, He elected us.   
  2. Peter starts the second epistle talking about our side, we believed.   
 D. Faith is the capacity to believe.   
  1. And God gives it.   
  2. Salvation including the faith to believe is part of the gift of God.   
   a. We are dead in trespasses and sin. 
   b. God has granted to us an allotment of faith. so He gets all the glory.   
  E. God gives faith and grants it to us for salvation and for service.   
 F. Peter describes it as  “like precious faith."   
  1. It means equal in rank. 
  2. Equally valuable. 
  3. Equally precious,  
  4, There are no first-class Christians, no second-class Christians.   
 G. The source of salvation...God.   
  1. It is the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ imputed to us.   
   2. Righteousness does originate with God, but it flows down to us through  
          Jesus Christ.   
  3. The Greek has only one article before "our God," making it all refer to one  
      person. 
    a. Our God is Savior…Jesus Christ.   
   b. Our Savior Jesus Christ…is God.  
   c. Any less consideration of Him than that is a denial of His person. 
V. Conclusion 
 A. So the source of salvation then is God.   
 B. He allots to us the faith to believe and provides with it His own righteousness, the      
     righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 


