
         The Strangeness of God's Ways 
       (Habakkuk 1:1-11) 

 
I. The Situation 
 A. The situation in Habakkuk’s day was that Israel was backslidden.  
  1. Sin, immorality, vice were rampant.  
  2. Those in government were negligent and apathetic. 
  3. The law was applied it dishonestly and justice was nowhere to be found.  
 B. The same thing is true today.  
  1. In verse 2 he says, “There is violence.”  
  2. In verse 3 he says, “There is iniquity,  there is violence, there are those who  
          raise up strife and contention.”  
  3. It’s difficult to find justice in this world, just as it was in Habakkuk’s day.  
II. The Solution 
 A. God doesn’t say I’m going to answer your prayer and everything’s going to be roses.  
 B. God intends to raise up an utterly pagan godless people to come in and destroy Israel. 
III. God’s ways are mysterious.  
 A. Why did God let Israel get this far gone?  
  1. Why didn’t God smash those idols right when they were put up?  
  2. Why did God allow false prophets?  
 B. We can ask ourselves the same questions in reference to the church.  
  1, Why has God allowed liberalism to come into the church?  
  2. Why doesn’t He strike those false teachers?  
  3. Why hasn’t God answered “yes” to all of my faithful prayers?  
   a. How long have we been praying for a revival in America?  
   b. How long have we been praying that God will grow our church?  
 C. We discover is that God sometimes gives very unexpected answer to our prayers.  
 D. In the Bible there’s a basic principle...suffering always precedes glory.  
 E. Some day this world is going to belong to Jesus Christ but not before suffering. 
IV. God’s ways are Misunderstood 
 A. First of all, careless religious people misunderstand God’s ways.  
  1. There are people in liberal churches sitting around glibly singing little hymns  
      and listening to little spiritual thoughts from their liberal preachers who think  
      religion is going to protect them. 
  2. They ignore the scriptures that predict judgment on careless religious people. 
 B. They’re even more misunderstood by the world 
  1. Great powers have come and gone and conquered and become drunk with  
      their own success and God has cast them down. 
  2 Every single nation on this earth is under the power of God. 
V. God’s ways are moral.  
 A. God’s ways are right. 
 B. They are always righteous.  
 C. God can do no wrong.  
VI. Conclusion 
  A. God is going to end history because He began it and He’s responsible for everything     
      that happens.  
 B. So there is a divine control over history.  
 C. And may I say at the same time, there’s a divine plan in history.  
 D. Things don’t happen by accident.  
 E. The problems of yesterday are to be understood only in the Kingdom of God. 
  F. The problems of today are to be understood only in the light of the Kingdom of God    
     and so…too…the problems of tomorrow. 
 G. What God permits in the church and what God permits in the world is related to His       
     Kingdom.  
 H. And the principle is the same, before the glory there must always be the suffering. 
 I. So don’t stumble at world events.  


