
   The Pattern for Biblical Fellowship, Part 1 
        (Selected Scriptures) 

 
I.  The Basis of Fellowship – Salvation 
 A. The church is repeatedly referred to as the body. 
 B. Understanding the concept of this unity is the foundation for understanding fellowship.  
 C. In the sense that the Father and the Son are one the prayer of our Lord is that   
     we, the church, may enjoy that kind of oneness. 
 D. It is the common sharing of the life of God in our souls.  
II. The Nature of Fellowship - Sharing 
 A. Believers are always in the fellowship.  
  1. Believers are always in the light.  
  2. Believers are the ones confessing and having their sins continually cleansed.  
 B. Now the implications are pretty strong. 
  1 If you’re in the body, you have a responsibility. 
  2. The nature of fellowship is sharing in spiritual ministries among yourselves,    
          sharing in the realities of spiritual life.  
   a. We share common truth and convictions.  
   b. We share common spiritual responsibilities, demands, and purposes.  
   c. We share in all things necessary to express love and to enable the  
           body of Christ to be healthy.  
III.  The Danger to Fellowship - Sin 
 A. Sin devastates the fellowship between the believer and the Lord. 
 B. It’s not a matter of forgiveness.  
  1. We have complete forgiveness.  
  2. It’s not a matter of love. 
  3. It’s not really a question of fellowship because the fellowship is forever. 
 C. It’s a question of joy.  
  1. It’s a question of peace.  
  2. It’s a question of blessing. 
  3. It’s a question of power. 
  4. It’s a question of usefulness.  
 E. Sin robs us of an effective usefulness in the body of Christ as well as an effective    
     witness to the world.  
 F. What does sin do between believer and believer?  
  1. It shatters harmony. 
  2. It restricts ministry.  
  3. It confuses purpose. 
  5. Sin disrupts your relationship to other believers on a personal level. 
IV. The responsibility of Fellowship - Serving. 
 A. The body is diverse in two ways. 
  B. Number one, spiritual gifts.  
  1. We’re all in one body. 
  2. We have gifts that differ but they’re all for the common good, the building of  
      the body.  
 C. Number two, the “one anothers,” 
  1. We are actually responsible to do for each other.  
  2. So, the responsibility in serving is both spiritual gifts and the “one anothers.” 
V. Conclusion 
 A. The result of fellowship is intended to be joy. 
 B. The Lord wants us to be perfected in a unity that is like a reflection of the Trinity. 
  1. That draws attention to the glory of Christ… 
  2. To the work of Christ… 
  3. To the salvation of Christ… 
  4. To the love of Christ.  
 C. And our joy is directly dependent on how we live and how we serve in the fellowship.  


