
   The Pattern for Biblical Fellowship, Part 2 
       (Selected Scriptures) 

I. The Fundamentals of Fellowship 
 A. The basis of it is salvation.  
 B. The symbol of it is the Lord’s Supper.  
 C. The danger to it is sin.  
 D The responsibility of it is serving through our spiritual gifts.  
  1. You don’t seek a gift… 
  2, You don’t earn a gift… 
  3. You don’t pursue a gift…  
  4 You receive a gift. 
  5. Each gift then is unique.  
  6. Like spiritual snowflakes, no two of us is alike.  
II. The Flaws to Fellowship 
 A. Matt. 18:6, “But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me. 
  1. A better translation is…“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe  
      in Me to stumble...” 
  2. You would be better off to be drowned with a rock and a chain around your  
      neck in the middle of the sea than ever to cause another believer to stumble  
      into sin.  
  3. Sin cripples the church, steals its joy, wounds its testimony and disrupts its  
      fellowship.  
  4. You don’t want to be the reason that someone falls into sin.  
 B. Then in verses 10 to 14…“See that you do not despise one of these little ones.” 
  1. “Look down on, belittle, think less of, see that you do not depreciate one of  
            these little ones.” 
  2. In other words, never do you look down on another believer, no matter  
          who they are.  
  3. Phil. 2 tells us that we ought to think more of others than we do of ourselves.  
III. The Face of Fellowship 
 A. James 5:16…“Confess your sins to one another.” 
  1. It’s really true.  
  2. Sin wants to isolate us.  
 B. Colossians 3:13…”Forgive one another.” 
  1. Coming along with this confessing must be forgiving.  
   2. You’re never more Godlike then when you forgive. 
 C. Galatians 6:2…“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  
  1. This is talking about helping people carry the burden of their weakness.  
   a. The burden of their sin… 
    b. The burden of their failures… 
    c. Helping to restore them… 
   d. To lift them up, set them on their feet again. 
  2. The joy will be restored along with fellowship. 
 D. Central to all of this is another principle…love one another.  
  1. 1st Peter 1:22, “Love one another with a pure heart, fervently... 
  2. Love as far as you can love with a pure heart.  
 E. In Hebrews 3:13 and Hebrews 10:25 it says to exhort one another. 
  1. To come alongside and help… 
  2. To come alongside and comfort… 
  3. To come alongside and encourage.  
  4. This is the ministry of counseling, comforting, encouraging.  
V. Conclusion 
 A. Your life and our church should be characterized by joy. 
 B. The result of living in this kind of genuine spiritual fellowship in the church will         
     always be joy.  

 


